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Parker Ranch planning massive
‘tent nom%mumoﬁ 1991 solar eclipse |

Parker Ranch plans to turn its
rolling pastures into an upscale

" “tent city” for stargazers flock-

ing to the Big Island for the 1991
solar eclipse. |
Ranch executives, who recen-
tly began focusing on the mark-
eting of the massive Waimea
spread as a visitor attraetion,
last week announced plans for

mark the rare event. They point

that an eclipse of the duration.
predicted for this one — four

be repeated [or another 40
vears. 7

Hawaii will be the only loca-
tion in the United States under
the eclipse’s “path of totality,”
thus affording viewers an oppor-
tunity to see the entire eclipse.

West Hawaii hotels are
already reporting waiting lists
hundreds of names long for the
July 11 event. ;

Kevin Hildebrandt, the
ranch’s visitor' division mana-

ger, said Parker Ranch will

Summer Solar Festival 91 to ;

out that scientists have noted]

minutes and 10 seconds — won't.

ik

The ranch intends to
provide up to 20,000

' camping spaces on a

mumn-noam.mnm?mmnq&
basis. :

"be available at the ranch before
.$50 per campsite — with a lwo-

provide up to 20,000 camping
spaces on a first-come, first-
served basis. : A
But the-sites won't. come
cheap. According to Hilde-
brandt: rates for the campsites
are expected to run $50 to §75 per
person from noon the day before
to noon the day of the eclipse.
The rates aren’t too far from
what is being charged by luxury
resorts in the area. The Hyatt
Regency Waikoloa, which is sold
out for July 11, 1991, is quoting
room rates from $195 to $360,
subject to change. The latter

" price is for the resort's special

Regency Club rooms and
applies to up to three adults and
one child in a room.

* As part of the festival, the

mﬁ. cause eye damage.
Hi

Additional camping days will
and after the eclipse for 530 to

person maximum per campsite.

Hildebrandt said the camp-
sites will be equipped with
waler, showers and sanitary
facilities. He said food and
beverages will be available for
sale.

ranch has arranged with the
observatorles atop Mauna Kea
to transmit images of the eclipse
to viewing screens that will be
reserved for ranch visitors. Hil-
debrandt noted that experts
have warned that viewing the
sun directly during an eclipse —
even. through smoked glass —

e said the viewing will be
accompapied by lectures by
noted astronomers.:

For reservations and more
information on the program,
call the ranch at 885-7655.

——By Dave Ioan_a.m_o:lul_
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